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The city was founded on Februar y 5,  1780 

by the Decree of Catherine I I .  I ts  or iginal  name 

is  Ust-Sysolsk .  In 1930 the c ity was renamed Syk-

tyvkar.  This name, translated from the Komi language,  

means “a c i ty on Sysol”.  Syktyvkar is  the administrat ive 

center of  the Komi Republ ic .  The city is  located in the nor th-

east of  the European par t  of  Russia ,  1410 km nor theast of  

Moscow. Syktyvkar is  located on the banks of two r ivers -  Sysola and 

Vychegda,  surrounded by forests .  The total  area of   the c ity is  152 sq.  Km. 

The cl imate in Syktyvkar is  temperate continental ,  with long,  rather severe 

winters and shor t ,  re lat ively warm summers.  The average temperature in Januar y 

is  minus 15 degrees C,  in July -  plus 17 degrees C.  The annual  precipitat ion is  about 

650 mm. Syktyvkar is  a mult inat ional  c i ty.  I t  is  home to about 250 thousand inhabitants 

-  they are representat ives of  more than 70 nat ional i t ies .  Var ious nat ional  societ ies operate 

in the c ity.  Syktyvkar is  a large industr ia l  center.  There are about 40 industr ia l  enterpr ises in 

the c ity,  one third of which are of nat ional  impor tance.  In addit ion,  Syktyvkar is  one of the 

largest research centers in the European Nor th of Russia .  There are about 30 special ized inst i-

tut ions in the c ity that carr y out research and development work .  The f lagship of sc ient i f ic  

inst i tut ions of Syktyvkar is  the Komi Scient i f ic  Center of  the Ural  Branch of the Russian Acade-

my of Sciences,  which includes:  the Inst i tute of Geology,  Biology,  Language,  L i terature and His-

tor y,  Physiology,  Economic and Social  Problems of the Nor th,  Chemistr y,  as wel l  as the Depar t-

ment of Energy,  Mathematics and Central ized Ser vices .  Syktyvkar is  the cultural  capital  of  the 

republ ic .  The city has the Republ ican Opera and Bal let  Theater of  the Komi Republ ic ,  the Na-

t ional  Music and Drama Theater of  the Komi Republ ic ,  the State Academic Drama Theater 

named af ter I .  V.  A.  Savin,  as wel l  as one of the favorite cultural  centers of  the townspeople -  

the Komi Republ ican Phi lharmonic .  The largest state museum inst i tut ion in the republ ic  is  

the National  Museum of the Komi Republ ic .  The pr ide of Syktyvkar residents is  the Nation-

al  Gal ler y of  the Komi Republ ic .  The Geological  Museum named af ter V. I .  A.  A.  Chernov.  

Interest ing exposit ions are presented in the Museum of the Histor y of Educat ion of 

the Komi Terr i tor y,  the Museum of Archeology and Ethnography.  The city has a 

wel l-developed l ibrar y network .  A unique col lect ion of pr inted and handwritten 

documents on the histor y,  culture and l i terature of the Komi Terr i tor y is  pre-

sented in the National  L ibrar y of  the Komi Republ ic ,  one of the oldest in 

the Nor th-West of  Russia .  The largest swimming pool in the republ ic  

and the Central  stadium of republ ican s ignif icance funct ion in Syk-

tyvkar.
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Syktyvkar State Univers ity (SyktSU) is  a 

rapidly developing univers ity with more than 

a half  centur y of histor y.  I t  is  the largest univer-

s ity in the Komi Republ ic and provides al l  levels  of  

higher educat ion.  The univers ity has an advanced infra-

structure for sc ience and innovation.  In  2017  SyktSU 

received the status of the Russian f lagship univers ity (among 

only 33 Russian HEIs) .  The univers ity ’s  286 staff  members ,  who take 

care of teaching at the univers ity,  are highly ski l led professionals — 

65%  of them have a Ph.D.  and  12%  a  D.Sc.  degree.  Moreover,  the 

univers ity offers students a wide var iety of  educat ional  pro-

grammes:  more than  7,400  univers ity students are spread over to 

about  200  bachelor ’s  and master ’s  programmes.  SyktSU has more 

than 38000 alumni who got good posit ions as true professionals in 

the dif ferent f ie lds of  l i fe act iv i ty in dif ferent countr ies .  Enter ing 

SyktSU is  a good chal lenge for you to show and develop your ski l ls  

and f inal ly  be proud of becoming a member of the large univers ity 

family.

Syktyvkar State Univers ity was establ ished in accordance with the 

decree of the Counci l  of  Ministers of  the USSR No. 698 of September 

24,  1971 and of the Counci l  of  Ministers of  the RSFSR No. 580 of Oc-

tober 25,  1971.  In 1972 the univers ity consisted of two facult ies :  his-

tor y and phi lology (dean V.P.  Zolotarev) ,  natural  sc iences (dean O.V.  

Petrov) .  9 depar tments ,  40 teachers .  Admission of students 350 

people.  in 8 specialt ies .  The facult ies were transferred from KSPI to 

SyktSU: histor y and phi lology (1972) and chemistr y and biology 

(1973) .  In i ts  current form, i t  appeared as a result  of  the reorganiza-

t ion of the Syktyvkar State Univers ity and the Komi State Pedagogi-

cal  Inst i tute through a merger (order of  the Ministr y of  Educat ion 

and Science of the Russian Federat ion of Februar y 14,  2014) .  March 

2,  2015 - a new char ter was adopted,  which approved the new name 

of the univers ity “Syktyvkar State Univers ity named af ter Pit i r im 

Sorokin”

History of University



University’s mission  is  to create optimal condit ions for studying,  stay,  sel f-real iza-

t ion and employment of students and graduates,  to form a fr iendly and open corporate 

culture,  where students and teachers go together not only along the path of develop-

ment,  but also along the path of creat ing new knowledge and acquir ing new competen-

cies!

University’s values:
Comfortable condit ions for l i fe,  education and work:  providing students l ive in

comfor table dormitor ies ,  study in wel l-equipped classrooms and laborator ies ,  go 

in for spor ts in modern gyms and a swimming pool ,  have oppor tunit ies for sel f-

real izat ion in extracurr icular  t ime;

24/7 student support:  suppor t not only in studies ,  but also in any dif f icult  l i fe 

s i tuat ions,  because student years are a sel f-search t ime,  t ime of “tr ia l  and error ” ;  

for this  there are establ ished inst i tut ions of volunteer ing and tutor ing,  psycho-

logical  monitor ing system; a medical  center is  operat ing;  student cultural  and cre-

at ive act iv i t ies are developed;

High quality education: the main guarantor of  the qual i ty educat ion is  a teacher,  

so they put a lot  of  effor t  to motivate teachers ,  their  tra ining and development;

Care about the future of our graduates:  the higher educat ion is  the stage of an 

impor tant l i fe choice – career choice,  and therefore there are suppor t students 

and graduates,  helping them in communicat ion with employers ,  promoting career

guidance and pract ical  ski l ls ;

Active international activity:  investment in the development of internat ional  

act iv i t ies ,  joint educat ional  programs and research,  and the involvement of inter-

nat ional  teachers .


















